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2015 Award Nominations 
California Trails & Greenways Conference 

 
Do you know of individuals or projects currently underway that are 
worthy of special recognition? The Conference Awards Committee will 
release nomination information for next year’s awards in October 2014.   
 
This is your opportunity to bring acknowledgement and appreciation to 
the individuals, organizations, agencies and businesses that, through hard 
work, integrity and social responsibility, have made outstanding 
contributions that promote, enhance or expand public awareness and use 
of trails and greenways in California during calendar year 2014.   
 
Full details about the Awards Program can be found on our website at 
www.parks.ca.gov/trails/conference.   
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California Trails & Greenways Foundation - 
2013 Grant Recipients 
Santa Barbara Mountain Bike Trail Volunteers Inc. 
Sonoma County Trails Council 
Gold Country Trails Council 
 
 
California Trails Conference Award Recipients 
Merit Award - Development 
 
Merit Award – Event 
 
Merit Award – Kids & Trails 
 
Merit Award - Planning 
 
Merit Award – Program 
 
Merit Award – Underserved Communities 
 
Merit Award - Website 
 
California Trails & Greenways Foundation’s  
Trail Champion Award 
 
Lifetime Achievement Award - Volunteer 
 
Remembering Our Trail Friends 
 Elizabeth “Liz” Blackwelder 
  
 
 
Applications for CTGF's 2014 grant cycle are available at:   
www.ctgf.org/storage/2013-GrantApplicationfill-in.pdf  
 

 
California Trails Conference Award Recipients 
 
Merit Award – Development 
Lower Guadalupe River Trail, City of San Jose 
The 6.7-mile Lower Guadalupe River Trail links downtown San 
Jose to the Bay, offering an entirely off-street bicycle and 
pedestrian trail along a riparian corridor while providing nearby 
access to many Silicon Valley businesses  and attractions. The 
trail’s decorative gateways, interpretive areas and planned public 
art piece make the trail an important tourist draw, while serving 
daily commuters. 
 
Ultimate Destination Water Project, City of La Canada 
Flintridge  
The City installed 1,600 feet of pipe, a uniquely designed horse 
trough, a drinking fountain and planted 15 native trees (with a solar 
powered irrigation system) in a remote area of City owned Cherry 
Canyon Open Space. The project, funded via a public/private 
partnership, opens the area to additional trail users such as the 
young and elderly. 
 
Creeks to Peaks Trail-San Francisco Recreation and 
Parks Department 
This project included restoration of 22,200 feet of existing trails, 
and decommissioning 640 feet of unsafe social trails that 
contributed to erosion and habitat loss. The project also included 
installation of way-finding and directional signage, and removal of 
hazardous trees, improving pedestrian safety and connecting one of 
the City’s last creek ecosystems to the top of iconic Twin Peaks. 
 
Merit Award – Event 
Ivan Dickson Annual Multicultural Volunteer Trail 
Work Day, East Bay Regional Park District 
The Multicultural Trail Work Day successfully integrates outreach 
to the diverse ethnic communities of the Bay Area with a quality 
trail maintenance project. The August 2013 event brought together 
organized groups and individuals from the Chinese, Korean, 
Latino, South Asian and African American communities in a 
celebration of diversity, hard work, fun, and great food.  
 



Merit Award – Kids & Trails 
Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship Student Trail Crew 
This summer high school work project employed students from 
Chester, Greenville, Quincy and Portola to work on fire ravaged 
sections of the Pacific Crest Trail and the Three Lakes Trail in 
Plumas National Forest. Students learned trail building and 
maintenance, leave no trace camping ethics, and became certified 
in hand tool and trail maintenance, cross-cut saw use, grip-hoist 
use and CPR. 
 
Merit Award – Planning 
Road and Trail Change in Use Evaluation Process, 
California State Parks 
The California State Parks Road and Trail Change-in-Use 
Evaluation Process and Program EIR is an objective and consistent 
evaluation tool for all qualifying change-in-use proposals 
statewide; provides appropriate resource protection measures; and 
offers substantial streamlining of, without circumventing,  
individual project environmental reviews. It also includes the most 
detailed evaluation to date of potential trail use conflicts. 
 
Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network Master 
Plan, Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation 
Commission 
The Master Plan defines a 50-mile network of multi-use 
bicycle/pedestrian trails spanning the length of Santa Cruz County. 
The spine of the network will be the 32-mile rail trail with spur 
trails connecting to desirable destinations. The trail will expand 
transportation options for residents, tourists, people with mobility 
impairments, commuters and others for generations to come. 
 
Honorable Mention – Planning 
Open Space, Trails, and Greenways Planning Study, 
Pleasant Valley Recreation and Park District 
The Open Space, Trails and Greenways Planning Study identifies 
key linkages, access points, public and private land holdings, 
partnerships and funding sources within the overlapping 
boundaries of the over 9,000 acres of open space between Pleasant 
Valley Recreation and Park District and the Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy. 
 

 
Merit Award – Program 
Annadel State Park Volunteer Trail Work Program, 
Sonoma County Trails Council 
In 2013 the monthly trail maintenance workdays in Annadel State 
Park organized by the Sonoma County Trails Council were 
expanded to include other special volunteer events, such as 
Birthday Workdays. Also, a Trail Ambassador was added for 
traffic control, to identify future trail work volunteers, and provide 
visitors a California State Parks’ approved map with information 
on protecting the park. 
 
Mountain Bike Patrol, San Dieguito River Park  
Since its inception in June 2013, the San Dieguito River Park 
Volunteer Mountain Bike Patrol has garnered immense community 
support. The program raises community awareness by helping 
Rangers address trail use issues. Volunteers have already 
committed over 400 hours in the first six months. To date, no park 
funds have been used to support the program. 
 
Honorable Mention – Program 
Habitat Authority Trail Plan-Puente Hills Habitat 
Preservation Authority 
The Habitat Authority reached a key benchmark for its Trails Plan 
in 2013 that included Volunteer Trail Closure Enforcement, a Pilot 
Visitor Trail Use Survey, and an Education of Public Trail Use 
program. Also, since 2009 the agency’s Outdoor Education 
program has complimented the overall trail system planning 
endeavors. 
 
Merit Award – Underserved Communities 
Anderson Marsh Interpretive Association 
In April 2013, Anderson Marsh Interpretive Association succeeded 
in finalizing the partnership agreement with California State Parks 
to keep the Anderson Marsh State Historic Park open the next 
three years, making available a significant greenway resource for 
underserved communities in Lake County. 
 
Incight- Friends of CV Link 
Youth with disabilities have often not been included in recreational 
activities that allow them to appreciate and develop their physical 



prowess, develop a sense of teamwork or be part of regularly 
scheduled community and school events.  Incight began supporting 
the inclusion of people with disabilities in outdoor community 
activities in 2010.  By 2013 Incight had engaged nearly 70 riders 
with disabilities and five disability-focused organizations. Riders 
with disabilities are now positioned as regular participants in the 
outdoor, recreational sport of cycling alongside their abled bodied 
peers. 
 
Merit Award – Website 
Riverside County Regional Park and Open-Space 
District Website- Riverside County Regional Park and 
Open-Space District 
The upgraded website of the Riverside County Regional Park and 
Open-Space District is a model of how current technology can be 
used to encourage and effect increased park use by means of a user 
friendly design.  In 2013, improvements in graphics and server 
speed and efficiency were made resulting in much faster response 
to public inquiry.  The public can now interact with the website in 
ways that encourage use of the site and use of parks and programs.   
 
 
 

 

California Trails & Greenways 
Foundation -  

Trail Champion Award 
 

Pete Mellinger  
 

Pete Mellinger advocated for the construction of the Alamo River 
Recreation Trail for forty years. Through his volunteer service as 
Planning Commissioner, Councilmember, Treasurer and Mayor of 
the City of Holtville, he continuously voiced and promoted the 
construction of the Trail and associated recreational facilities. 
Construction began in the fall of 2013 and continues into 2014. It 
is the first recreational trail in the Imperial Valley. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Lifetime Achievement Awards 
Volunteer 

 
 

Jim Hasenauer 
 
Jim Hasenauer has been a tireless advocate for open space trails 
and greenways for more than 27 years. He continues his efforts to 
this day through his work with the Concerned Off-Road Bicyclists 
Association/International Mountain Bicycle Association, the 
California Trails & Greenways Conference, the California Trails 
and Greenways Foundation and the Mountains Recreation and 
Conservation Authority. 
 

 

Lauralee Svendsgaard 
 
For over 30 years, Lauralee Svendsgaard has been passionately 
committed to the cause of trail development, use and enjoyment.  
She has served at all levels from local volunteer to leading 
statewide organizations. Her service as California Trails and 
Greenways Conference co-chair is one example of a life dedicated 
to building sustainable trails together with community support.  
 

 


